
Description: 

Biscutum notaculum WIND & WisE, 1976 
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Figs. 1b, 4 - Biscutum notaculum n. sp.; 1b) Holotype 
USNM 239517; phase-contrast and crossed-polarized light, 
Sample 327A-12, CC, X 3800. 4) Proximal view, USNM 

23.9526, Sample 327A-12, CC, x 14,000. 

Biscutum 
notaculum 

Diagnosis: Small species of Biscutum whose centra·! area presents an image in 

polarized light that resembles a figure "H" when oriented parallel to the polarizing 

axes . 

Descritption: Small specimens constructed of approximately 17 slightly imbricate 

elements in distal shield, and approximately the same number of radial, nonimbricate 

elements in the proximal shield. In proximal view, central area is surrounded by 

narrow rim of crystals. Central area is filled with approximately 24 radiating 

tabular composite rays. 
In polarized light, central area generates an "H" or deformed "S'' figure depending 

upon orientation with respect to the polarizing axes. The crossbar on the "H" 

figure often bears a small central pore. 

Size: holotype 3.4 [lm X 2.8 [lm; central area 1.4 [lm X 0.9 [lm. 

Remarks: 

The species name is Latin, meaning a letter, character, distinguishing mark. 

This form is distinguished from all other species of Biscutum on the basis of its 

small size and appearance in polarized light. The greatest dimension of this 
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species is smaller than the central area of Biscutum magnum WIND & WisE; 
and approximately equal to the size of the central area of Biscutum constans 
{GoRKA). The precise size of Watznaueria ? minima REINHARDT & GoRKA (1967) 
cannot be determined. Reinhardt and Gorka ( 196 7, p. 248) state that the length 
is 4 to 6 f-Lm. However, the two specimens as illustrated (pl. 31, fig. 24; 
pl. 33, fig. 6) have greatest dimensions of 2.95 and 2.50 f-Lm, respectively. 

Type level: 

Maastrichtian. 

Type locality: 

Falkland Plateau. DSDP leg 36. Sample 327A-12, CC. 

Depository: 

U.S. National Museum, Washington D.C. 
Holotype: USNM 239517; paratype: USNM 239526. 

Author: 

Wise S. W. and Wind F. H., 1976, p. 298; pl. 26, fig. 4; pl. 30, fig. lb. 

Reference: 

Mesozoic and Cenozoic calcareous nannofossils recovered by DSDP Leg 36 drilling 
on the Falkland Plateau, southwest Atlantic sector of the southern ocean. Initial 
Reports of the Deep Sea Drilling Project, vol. 36, pp. 269-491, 89 pls., 3 figs., 7 tbs. 
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